
1 
 

Oral presentation of scientific research 
article/paper  
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1. Preparation and planning  
2. Slides and the relevant oral presentation  
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4. Body Language 
5. Certain strategies in presentation  
6. Strategies to be more precise 

 
1. Preliminary consideration and general points about slides 
 Preliminary consideration 

 What is the aim? 

 Who am I talking to? 

 How much they know about the topic? 

 What are they interested to know? 

 What are the points I want to make? 

 How many people are there? 

 How big is the room? 

 What tools do I need? 

 when 

 How long 

General points about slides  
 Sequence of information in outline and the lower level slides (The 

first line of the outline is the heading of the second slide) 

 Size and Fonts selection: 30-42/Arial, Times New Roman/ Lower 
case/ no underline or emphasis/ no parenthesis 

 Each slide with a title/heading  

mailto:sdolab@yahoo.com
mailto:szarein@sbmu.ac.ir
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 The headings in the sub-slides with a different font or size or 
color   

 Bullets and numbers  

 Duration of a slide: 30”-120” 

 Allocation of the conference logo on the right and your affiliation 
on the left 

 No justification 

 Capitalization  

 Spelling check  

 Phrases rather than sentences 

 Consistency in the selection of fonts, sizes, headings, phrases 
structures,  

 No imperative structure 
 

2. Slides and the relevant oral presentation 
A. Beginning (2 or 3 slides: Introducing the title and yourself, 

finding/purpose/question, outline) 

B. Body (introduction 0-8, materials & methods 1-10, findings 1-
20) 

C. Conclusion, implications, recommendations (1-4 slides) 
 

A. Beginning  
Introducing the title and yourself (the first slide: title page) 

 
 

 

The effects of gabapentin, celecoxib and their 

combination on postoperative pain and opioid 

consumption following arthroscopic orthopedic 

surgeries: a triple-blinded randomized controlled trial 
 
Presenter: 
Saeed Zarein-Dolab PhD 
Full Professor 
Shahid Beheshti Medical University Tehran-Iran 
szarein@sbmu.ac.ir 
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Oral presentation:  
o Getting the audience’s attention and signaling the beginning 
o Greeting the audience 
o Introducing oneself, Giving the title and introducing the subject 
o Reason for choosing the title 
o Announcing the duration of the presentation 
o Stating the objectives (purpose, aim, goals) 
o Presenting the outline 
o Announcing the possibility of commenting or asking questions 

 

Getting the audience’s attention and signaling the beginning: 

Right.  Well. OK.  Erm, Good, Fine, great. 
Shall we start? 
Let’s begin. 
Can we start? 
Let’s get the ball rolling. 
Let’s get down to business 

Greeting the audience  
Hello 
Good morning (up to 12), Good afternoon (from 12:01-18) 
Good evening (from 18:01 onwards), NO GOOD NIGHT 
Hello fellow colleagues thank you for your kind attention 
Ladies and gentlemen 

Introducing oneself and the title 
Name, position, university, city and country: 

Good afternoon ladies and gentlemen, let me introduce myself,  my name is 
Saeed Zarein-Dolab PhD and I am an associate professor of Shahid Beheshti 
Medical University in Tehran-Iran. 
 
Good morning everyone, I’d like to start by introducing myself.  My name is Dr. 
Saeed Zarein-Dolab.  I am an associate professor of English language in Shahid 
Beheshti Medical University in Tehran-Iran. 
 I am the head of medical school of 
XXX I am researcher from …. I’ve been working on the subject now for 10 
years.. I’ve had wide experience in the field of …. 
 
Good morning, my name is Saeed Zarein-Dolab.  I am a PhD student at Bristol 
University and I would like to talk to you about some of my findings in a study I 
did on XXXXX 
 

If You have already been introduced: 
Ladies and gentlemen: It is my great pleasure to report on my research 
conducted on_________________ 
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Ladies and gentlemen: I am very much pleased to have this opportunity to 
present/report/share my experiences on X on Y in Z with you in this seminar. 
 
Ladies and gentlemen: I would like to thank you for participating in this oral 
presentation.  This oral presentation is about _____/ I plan to speak about …. 
/Today I am going to talk about_________/ The subject of my today 
presentation is _____/ The theme of my talk is ______/  I ‘d like to reflect on 
the results of my research on xxxx conducted in Tehran-Iran in 2004 

 

The host introducing the guest speaker 
 Ladies and Gentlemen, I am very pleased and proud to introduce Dr XXX 

who is a lecturer at XXX university. He is known for his extensive research 
on _______Now I’ll turn the floor over to today’s speaker.   

 

Reason for choosing the title 
I have chosen to speak about this topic because  
I was asked to speak about this because .. 
I have conducted this research because  

 
Announcing the duration of the presentation 

I will not speak more than 20 minutes 
I have limited my presentation/speech to 10 minutes 
My talk will last about 20 minutes  
I will speak about 12 minutes 

 
The second slide 
Finding/purpose/question (the second slide) (optional) 

 
 
 
Is it possible to improve faculty members’ research writing ability through a 
two-day workshop? And if yes, how successful it would be?  
 

 
 
The purpose 
 
The main purpose of the study was: 

to examine the relation between X and Y in X patients 
The specific aims were: 

1. Ss 
2. sss 

 

 
Findings of the present study: 

The question of the study 
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Acupressure is as effective as ibuprofen in reducing primary 
dysmenorrhea pain 

 
The purpose: 
To provide evidence for the importance of Acupressure for reducing pain 
of primary dysmenorrhea   
 

Oral presentation: stating the objectives (purpose, aim, goals) 
 My purpose in presenting this paper is to show you how effective is XXXXX method 

in ……… (so that 
 What I would like to do today is to explain how we can reduce risk of____/to 

illustrate how economy changes when____/to give you the essential background 
information _____/to have a look at how different teaching approaches affects 
students’ performances on .. 

 What I want my listeners to get out of my speech is how different teaching 
approaches affect students’ performances on … 

 If there is one thing I’d like to get across to you today is that how different teaching 
methods work/ to explain how different teaching methods work 

 
The third slide 

The outline 
The outline should be about 4-10 points 
The outline should be of the same grammatical structures  

 

Outline 
1) methods of teaching 
2) Data collection/treatment 
3) Results 
4) conclusion 

 
 

Outline 
The problem / the need for the study 
Data collection 
Participants 
Method of analysis 
Findings 
The actual presentation of the framework 
Conclusion 
Suggestions  
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 Oral presentation of the outline 
I have broken my speech down/up  into four parts. At first I explain about 
different methods of teaching. Then I describe how students were selected and 
data was collected.  In the third part, I present the results of the analysis and at 
the final part I talk about the conclusion of the research.  

 
I have divided my presentation up into four parts. In the first part I will give a 
few basic definitions of _________. In the next section I will explain _______. In 
part three, I am going to show  __________. In  the last part I would like/want 
to give a practical example of _____. 

 

Announcing the possibility of commenting or asking questions 
I’d ask you to save your questions for the end. 
There will be plenty of time at the end of my presentation for a discussion  
You may interrupt me at any moment to ask questions or make comments 
Please stop me if you don’t understand anything I say but could you keep any 
specific questions until after I‘ve finished. 

 

B.  The body of the slides 
Introduction: (0-8 slide): Known (optional), The problem 

or unknown, Purpose/question 
Material and method: (1-10 slides) selection of the  
 patients or materials, Data collection, Procedure  
Findings (1-20):  
Conclusion (1-4) 

 

 The body: introduction  
 
 

Introduction 
 

o The importance of modular education 
o Literature on ME 
o Stating the problem 
o The purpose of the study 

 

Oral presentation of the introduction: 
Modular education has been of much attention but little is conducted to Show 
the actual dimensions. It is crucially important to consider ____ 
The literature regarding ME indicates that  
So the purpose of the present study is to develop a general framework to 
evaluate and design the relevant curriculum more efficiently. 
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  Introduction 
  The importance of controlling postoperative pain 

  Types of postoperative pain 
   Nociceptive 

   Neuropathic  

  Methods of pain management 
   Preemptive analgesics 

   Opioid consumption 

  The purpose of the study 
 

 

The body: materials and methods 
It can be divided into 1-10 slides 

 Data collection, patient selection, questionnaire design, criteria for the 
selection of the XXX, preparation  

 Procedure, treatment, surgery, intervention,   
 

The12th to 22th slides: Data collection 
 

Data collection 
1. A general survey of the documentations of  

modularization in Iran and the world 
2. Questionnaires 

A. the authorities/lecturers in modular education 
B. students in modular education 
C. open ended questionnaire 

3. Interview 
4. Field observation 
 
 
 
 

Materials & methods 
The data were collected: through three stages: 

1. Stage one: selecting the participants 
2. Stage two: preparing them for the exam 
3. Stage three: sitting for the exam 
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Stage one: selection of the participants 
The following criteria were used for the selection of the  
participants 

1. Age (20-25) 

2. Education  
3. Economical status 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Materials and methods 
 
Design of the study 
Patient selection 
 Inclusion criteria 
 Exclusion criteria 

Pain measurement 
Procedure 
 Drug administration 
 Primary outcomes measure 
 Secondary outcomes measure 
 

Diagrams and tables 
 

 
 

The patients recieving Gabapentin

6h 24h
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Body: findings, the 22nd to 42nd slides 

It can be divided into 1-20 (or even more) slides. 
The discussion is also done on the tables, or figures 
The important lines or cells should be highlighted  

 
Table 1: the demographic data including the age, gender, weight, BMI, 

operation duration in four groups 

 
P 

value 
Group P Group C Group  G Group GC Test  

 

- 78 75 76 75 - No 

56/. 16,7±38 14,8±39,5 14,5±38 15±37 
Kruskal 

Wallis  
Mean age 

09/0 68  :10 53  :22 57  :16 59  :16 Chi-
Squared 

Gender 
M/F 

39/0 26,3±51,4 28,4±54,5 27,1±56,4 27,5±52,4 
Kruskal 
Wallis 

Operation 
duration 

33/0 8,8±71,7 8,5±70,8 9,9±70,4 12,6±72,4 
Kruskal 
Wallis 

SD 
weight/kg 

51/. 3,1±24 3±23,8 2,9±23,5 4±24,3 
Kruskal 
Wallis 

SD BMI 

SD= standard deviation. P was not significant in all the analysis. P>0.05 

 

 
 

Body: Results/findings: (1-20) 
The purpose (optional), What was done, The results / graphs/charts  

 
Table2. Pain intensity in subgroups at 6hr and 24hr according to VAS 

Follow-up 6hr 24hr 

Group 
GC 

(n=72) 

G 

(n=72) 
C (n=72) P (n=72) 

GC 

(n=72) 
G (n=72) C (n=72) P (n=72) 

VAS Mean 

(95%-CI) 

3.2 (2.8-

3.5) 

4.8 (4.4-

5.1) 

5.1 (4.8-

5.5) 

6.6 (6.1-

7.1) 

3 (2.7-

3.3) 

4.4 (4-

4.8) 

4.9 (4.5-

5.3) 

6.2 (5.9-

6.6) 

Median (IQR) 3 (1) 5 (2) 5 (1.8) 6 (3) 3 (2) 4 (2) 5 (2) 6 (2) 

P-value <0.0001 <0.0001 

 

Pethedine 

Mean (95%-

CI) 

13.8 

(9.8-

17.7) 

26.8 

(22-

31.8) 

23.3 

(19.4-

27.2) 

36.2 

(32.5-

40) 

11.9 

(7.7-

16.2) 

23.3 

(18.6-

28.1) 

15.5 

(11.3-

19.7) 

35.1 

(30.4-

40) 

Median (IQR) 0 (25) 
30 

(28.8) 
25 (25) 

39.5 

(25) 
0 (25) 25 (39.3) 0 (30) 40 (25) 

P-value <0.0001 <0.0001 

 



10 
 

GC: Gabapentin plus Celecoxib group; G: Gabapentin group; C: Celecoxib group; P: Placebo group; VAS: 
Visual Analogue Scale; 95%-CI: 95% Confidence Interval; IQR: Inter-Quartile Range 

 
 

 
 
The oral presentation of the table: 
Table 2 shows the pain intensity in subgroups at 6h and 24h according to VAS, As you can 
see in this table patients receiving GC had significantly less pain than the other three groups.  
You can see the differences in the mean, as it is very clear from the table the g and c groups 
were very similar, the means were approximately  5  for both groups while for placebo 
group it was 6 both at 6h and 24h. The same results have been observed in the study by 
Meyer et al.  However our findings were in disagreement with Johnson et al study, in that 
they found significant pain reduction among patients receiving Gabapentin, this can be 
explained by the fact that  (You can add another slide here discussing the reason behind this 
discrepancy).  
 
Other examples: 
As you can see in table one, there is a significant improvement in XXXX, this improvement may be 
due to several factors such as a, b, c, and d (presented in another slide) 

 As it is completely clear from this diagram, the incidence of the disease increases in winter 
and usually there is a sharp decrease in summer.  This is possibly explained by the fact that 
……. 

 This picture shows the distribution of the patches around the chick, as you can observe the 
patches are more colorful and …. 

 This has also been observed in other studies 
 

C. Body: Conclusion: (1-4 slides) 
The answer, the importance of the answer, Recommendation  

The 43rd to 47th slides 
 
 

 Conclusion 
o Gabapentin, celecoxib and their combination significantly reduced pain 

and opioid consumption following shoulder or knee arthroscopy.   

 

o The combination of both drugs was more effective in reducing post-

operative pain than gabapentin or celecoxib alone.   

 

o The combination of both drugs had nearly the same effect as celecoxib in 

reducing opioid consumption, but was significantly more effective than 

gabapentin.  
 
 
 

The oral presentation of the conclusion 
According to the results of the study we can conclude that ______ 
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I'd like to summarize/sum up the results of the research.  At first  
At this stage I would like to run through/over the main points.  
So, as we have seen today. marriage contracts provide certain obligations 
 
As I have tried to explain this morning pathoplastic influences of adolescence  
may color the symptomatology of certain psychiatric diseases developed in 
teenagers. Thus certain psychiatric disorders such as psychosis may appear 
asymptomatic during adolescence.  
 
The implications of what has been discussed are first …. second … 

As a result we suggest that… 
In the light of what we have seen today I suggest that... 

My first proposal is... 
According to the results I mentioned earlier We recommend that  

 
 

3. Dealing with questions 
Thank you for your attention, I am ready to answer your questions 
     I am ready for a short discussion 
I'd be happy to answer any questions.... 
If there are any questions please feel free to ask. 
Thank you very much for your attention and if there are any suggestions 
or comments I would be happy to hear .. 
Dealing with questions when not understood 

Could you repeat the question? 
Could you rephrase your question? 
Could you put your question into other words? 
Would you put your question in writing? 
Could you write it down and hand it over to me? 
If you don’t mind please use capital letters. 
I assume by asking this question you mean …. 
I reckon you mean …. 
I hope I have not got you wrong, by this question you mean that …. 

Dealing with difficult questions: buying time to think (delay strategy) 
Just a minute please. What is a...? 
How can I put it? 
I'm glad you asked that question. 
That's a good question/point/remark. 
Can I answer that question later? 
Could you repeat your question? 
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Could you put your question into another word? 
Could I answer your question after this presentation?  
Could you rephrase your question? 

Dealing with difficult questions: asking the audience 
What do you think about this question? 
Is there anyone to have an answer to this question? 

Dealing with difficult questions: directing the audience to the handouts 
I will provide you with a copy of the article in which you can find the 
answer to your question.  
You can find the answer to your question in the handouts. 

Dealing with difficult questions: admitting or providing alternative 
Admit that you are not responsible. I saw that in the work of…  
Agree but give an alternative point of view  
I agree with you but there is another way of looking at it. 
 

4. Positive body language  
Eye contact to keep audiences' attention 
Facial expressions should be natural and friendly. Don't forget to smile. 
Raise eyebrows to show surprise 
Open eyes wide, Squint your eyes 
Knit your eyebrows to show consternation or puzzlement 
Posture – stand straight but relaxed (do not slouch or lean) 
Movement - to indicate a change of focus, keep the audience's attention 
Move forward to emphasize 
Move to one side to indicate a transition 
Up and down head motion or other movements to indicate importance 
Pen or pointer to indicate a part, a place (on a transparency /overhead 
slide). 
Shrug of the shoulders to indicate "I don't know!" 
Hands - back and forth = two possibilities, more or less 
Arm - movement back, forth 
Negative body language  

Loss of eye contact: looking at notes, looking at screen, at the 
board, at the floor 
Don't stare, or look blankly into people's eyes 
Swaying back and forth like a pendulum 
Back turned to the audience; Nervous ticks, Hands in pockets 

No self talk  
Be impersonal  
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5. Certain strategies in presentation 

Filling the gaps when changing the slides, etc 
Let's look at the current prevalence of the disease, as you can see... 
I'm going to show you now the most recent figures available... 
My next slide concerns the method by which... 

Pointing to important points in the slides 
The first line of figures is the most revealing... 
Please notice/observe, how the increase of the heart rate has had an 
effect on the... 
What is important here is the time of the epidemic in rural areas 

Emphasizing/highlighting  
The important thing to remember is____; The essential element is...  
Stress verbs with your voice.  

We experimented with the concept over a period of three years.  
Add auxiliary verbs for emphasis.  

We did see a noticeable difference.  
Changing the sentences or the word order  
What I'd like to show today is the difference between the two 
products. 
 
Repetition  

As I've said before._______; Let me repeat 
Announcing about the handouts/text/etc  

I've prepared a slim folder of the proposals/ this presentation... 
In the sheets that are now being distributed you will find a 
breakdown of the... 
You will be provided with a handout of the presentation. 

Thanking the audience 
I would like to thank all of you for your attention 
Thank you for listening to my presentation 
My sincere thanks and appreciation to all the participants in this 
presentation.  
My sincere thanks and appreciation to all the audience. 

Linking ideas 
Signposting or signaling where you are/ linking ideas 

Now that we have looked at the differences between A and B, lets 
consider the differences between C and D. 
After having a clear idea about what the first teaching method is, 
lets turn to the second method which is …. 
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That's all I would like to say about... (subject of part A) and now let 
us turn to .... 
Now that we've seen... let us turn to… 

Referencing to the other parts of the presentation 
As I said earlier …, As I have said earlier 
This is what we will discuss later in the conclusion. 

Listing information (oral presentation) 
There are three things we have to consider: one, two, and three. 
A, B, C. 
Now let us look at the first aspect which is... 
First of all,…In the first place…  

Presenting the options (oral): 
There seem to be two possible ways of testing students’ ability, 
Multiple choice questions and Cloze test. Let’s discuss about the 
first method.   
There seem to be two possible ways of dealing with this... 
We've looked at this from the point of view of the epidemiologists 
but what about if we look at it from the government point of view 
A number of options present themselves at this point.... 
What exactly are the benefits? On the plus side we can add... 
This is not the only weakness of the plan... 
We cannot ignore the problems that such an action would 
create... 
We do not need to concern ourselves with… 
Of lesser interest are… 

Rhetorical questions 
What is a rhetorical question? A question that you ask without expecting it to 
be answered. Why use such a question? In using such a question the speaker 
appears to be having a dialogue with the listeners. It also should catch their 
attention.  

Have you ever seen/heard/experienced...? 
How can we explain this? What does that mean? 
What can be done about that?  
What does this imply for you, as a surgeon? 

Strategies which free attention resources 
Reducing the number of words spoken in a minute to 50-100 
words 
Using rhetorical questions 
Pausing in the middle of presentation 

6. Strategies to be more precise: 
 To give an example: 
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Now let's take an example. 
An example of this can be found... 
To illustrate this… 
Let's see this through an example. 
For example;  For instance, 

 To rephrase:  
Let me rephrase that;   In other words 
Another way of saying the same thing is 
That is to say, i.e. 

 To summarize: 
To summarize;  To sum up, 
Let me summarize by saying 
So, that concludes my overview 
In conclusion;  Briefly said;  In short, 
What I've tried to show in this part... 
To recap what we've seen so far...  

 To emphasize 
What is very significant is... 
What is important to remember is ... 
I'd like to emphasize the fact that... 
I’d like to stress the importance of... 
to highlight;...   to underline... 
What we need to focus on... 

 To refer to common knowledge:  
As you all may well know... 
It is generally accepted that... 
As you are probably aware (of)...  
It is well substantiated that  
It has been well stablished that  
It has been addressed that  
-It has been proved that  


